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or some reason Kenneth was always reluctant to admit that he was born in Croydon. He would have
preferred to say Hounslow, where his father, in Registrar Language, was a municipal accountant.
Nonetheless he was born in a Croydon Nursing Home on December 27, 1926 - so ensuring a childhood
of “Now Kenneth this is your Christmas and Birthday Present!”
Proud of learning to read at the age of four he started, when he was eight, at Colet Court, the Preparatory
Department of St Paul’s School. It was on the long tube journeys to and from school that he developed his
lifetime passion for collecting: moving from coach to coach looking for discarded cigarette packets that might
still contain their cards.
When war was declared, St Paul’s was evacuated to Easthampstead, near Woking. The boys were boarded
out in neighbouring houses. Kenneth played cricket (a stylish bat), rugby (as fly half) and was awarded his
boxing colours. He always said this was one of the happiest times of his life.
He did not wait for his call-up papers but cycled from school to the recruiting office and volunteered and so
was able to join the regiment of his choice: The Artillery.
The 1st Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment of the Royal Artillery was sent to help maintain the British mandate in
Palestine in 1945, a time not without its dangers. The King David Hotel in Jerusalem was blown up with the
loss of 91 lives and two British NCOs were hung.
Although being constantly told he must smarten himself up if he wanted to be an officer he was happy to
remain a sergeant. There was no cricket in Palestine but he played tennis (the balls had no nap on them) and
fast hockey on concrete.
Out of uniform, he was advised by his father, by now a borough treasurer, to choose a career in the
law…perhaps he saw his son as a future Town Clerk. Articled to a Birmingham solicitor he qualified in 1954
and worked for several years in one of the major Birmingham law firms.
In 1958 he ventured unsuccessfully to the Isle of Wight. But even there, as in Birmingham, he played
cricket.
In 1960, the Kidderminster firm of Ivens & Morton bought the long established Bewdley practice of Marcy,
Hemingway and Sons at 18 Load Street, Bewdley. The partners were looking for a young solicitor to bring the
firm in to 20th Century and it was a challenge Kenneth was happy to accept.
He dealt with great tact with old Mr Cecil Hemingway and his elderly clerks. There were only occasional
mutterings of “Change for the sake of change.” Kenneth toiled long hours to build up the practice while
unravelling such mysteries as the Coal and Blanket Fund. He could recall a man standing in the Office
Hallway shouting: “Where’s mother’s coal?”
Among his responsibilities was the clerkship of the Bewdley Grammar School Charity and of the three
Almshouses, Cookes, Burltons and Sayers, all then in urgent need of fund-raising.
One of his first visitors to the office was Dr Lawrence. Not alas to give him work but to ask him to join the
Civic Society. Kenneth did so and remained a member for the rest of his life and in 1964 was elected to the
Executive Committee.
Work left little free time but he did manage the occasional visit to watch cricket at New Road.
Leaving the office at mid-day on Saturdays, he began sorting through old postcards in Bob
Isaac’s antique shop and so began a lifelong passion (unlike passing ones , for instance,
collecting tin trunks and wind-up gramophones which were scattered around the house).
During his time at 18 Load Street when dealing with deceaseds’ estates, he saved many
collections of old photographs of Bewdley from the dustbin and the bonfire. He began to build on
these and eventually amassed over 9,000 images. A fellow Rotarian helped him install a computer
programme so that he could recall and print any photo at will. He was much in demand for

/

slide shows of old Bewdley and to help the Historical Research Group which
he had joined at its inception.
On retirement in April 1990, he was at last able to spend long hours watching cricket at Worcester. He
was also able to take a more active role in the Civic Society and was elected vice chairman. He purchased a
camcorder and started making the videos - and later DVDS - about Bewdley that were sold to raise funds for
the Society.
In 1992, he became chairman. During his
time he organised several exhibitions in
Bewdley Library:
,
,
and
He oversaw the spending of a modest grant
to improve the appearance of the town most
noticeably to the façade of the Co-op. He spent
hours obtaining the necessary planning
permission and listed-building consents so that
Christmas Lights could be strung round the
upper part of Load Street rather than on poles,
which he detested.
He retired as chairman in 2001 and became
a vice president but when Lord Sandys retired as President in 2006, Kenneth was elected to take his place. He
which he lavishly
was no less active in this role and undertook the writing and production of the
illustrated from his photograph collection.
He loved music and on retirement started to learn the clarinet with much enthusiasm. In his youth he had
been a keen follower of jazz. He was a member of both Bromsgrove and Droitwich Concert Clubs. He enjoyed
concerts at Symphony Hall and visits to the Stratford Memorial Theatre.
He read not only local history but everything concerning the Second World War.
The nine dogs, starting with Jock and ending with Jerry, must not be forgotten.
He could not perhaps be called a Renaissance Man, as he disliked gardening and could not cook but he
was indeed an honourable man.
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have been fortunate to have known Kenneth and Joan Hobson since the early 1960s when they were good
friends of my late parents…a friendship that came about through their respective professional roles. Ken was
Senior Partner at Marcy Hemingway, Solicitors and my father was the Manager of the Midland Bank in Bewdley;
they did much business together.
I soon became a close friend to them and I was honoured to be asked by Joan to read the tribute she
composed for Ken’s Memorial Service. Joan was undoubtedly the best person to write this and she herself admitted
that it was a difficult task keeping it to a reasonable length.
Joan referred to him as an honourable man and I couldn’t agree more. Historically the Civic Society had as its
President, a well-known figurehead starting with Stanley Baldwin, First Earl Baldwin of Bewdley, when it was
founded in 1944. However when Lord Sandys retired, there was only one person who could succeed him, someone
who had devoted most of his non-working life to the Society.
Joan mentioned the slide shows of his wonderful collection of photographs which

Town benefited from Kenneth’s passion for its heritage
are legendary. In the 1970s he used to pack St George’s
Hall and it was standing room only if you didn’t get there half an hour before the start. It
was marvellous entertainment.
Then the videos of Bewdley which started in a small way but later, with valuable help
from Dave Hinton, Kenneth made wonderful productions which sold in their hundreds with
all proceeds going to Civic Society funds.
The oral history project too, he spent hours and hours interviewing long-standing
residents of Bewdley whose voices were recorded on a series of CDs for posterity (see
below right).
What I really want to point out is the tremendous benefit the town received in terms of
historical education and enjoyment from the work he did. And he was always happy to
share the wonderful treasure which he had amassed.
Again and again his time was requested to explain and show Bewdley’s past and he
always gave it without hesitation. Kenneth was generous not only with his time but also
in many other ways. He was a loving husband and father and a kind and sympathetic
friend to many people, both work colleagues and others.
He was a very sociable person and this came through in all his presentations which
contained his unique wit and humour. As a town we are fortunate to have had his
enthusiasm dedication and passion for Bewdley’s Heritage over so many years. What a
fantastic contribution he made to the community. No wonder he was so much admired.
His energy and hard work never wavered. Therefore we shall miss him greatly.
Fortunately his legacy will be enjoyed for decades to come, maybe even for ever.

M

organ, along with Bewdley, Elgar and
Worcester Sauce are all very special gems of
Worcestershire.
The Morgan Motor Company was established in
1909 by HFS (Harry) Morgan son of a Herefordshire
clergyman. It is a company that could be making high
quality furniture, handbags, boats or similar, it just
happens to be making classic British sports cars.
The factory in Malvern Link has been on the same
site and in its original buildings for over 100 years.
Morgan is the last family owned, independent,
innovative motor company in the world. It only
employs 180 people and produces about 800 cars a
year.
The design of the Morgan three-wheeler
established the company and production continued
until 1952. A four-wheeled model began production in
1936 and continues to this day along with a new
three-wheeler and approximately 100 high end supercars capable of 170 miles per hour.
Morgan cars have long become famous the world
over for their unique blend of charisma, quality
materials, craftsmanship and performance. We export
70 per cent of our production all around the world.
No other motor manufacturer allows visitors so
close to the craftspeople and workforce building the
cars, visitors are always amazed at the quality and
dedication of the workforce.
We build our cars on an English Ash frame, (
) blending high technology aerospace methods
with handmade craftsmanship.
The ethos at Morgan remains unchanged: all our
cars are coach built and subjected to continual
development in order to meet current standards of
safety and to offer the responsive thoroughbred
performance with which our name is associated. The
development of our model-range has taken the
marque into the 21st Century.
I will be your tour guide, the factory tour is unique
and I will ensure we see as much behind the scenes
as possible, its almost more to do with craftsmanship
and quality than producing cars, you certainly don't
need to be interested in cars to enjoy this visit. Bring

your camera. Unlike other manufacturers, we have no
restrictions on photography.
The tour takes two hours and involves some outdoor
walking. I recommend it to everyone of all ages, though not
under five!

Derek Richards is a regular guide of tours at the
Morgan factory in Malvern.
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Blooming Bewdley

Ancient tradition revived

.

Cooper’s Mill Cottage in the forest

T

he Frank Chapman Outdoor Education Centre in
Bewdley has re-opened the much-loved and
historic Coopers Mill Cottage, which was closed
last year by Birmingham City Council in a costcutting exercise.
The Education Centre (run by Sandwell
Metropolitan Borough Council) will use the cottage
for day visits and walks in the woods, outdoor
adventure, overnight stays, river studies. It’s available
for family groups and organisations to book. It
provides a relaxed accommodation and camping. It's
tucked right in the heart of the Wyre Forest, away
from it all.
The Centre’s head, Stu Meese said: “We are so
excited to have been awarded the custodianship of
the cottage from Natural England and the Worgan
Trust and we are looking forward to having young
people enjoy the amazing surroundings, peace and
remoteness of the cottage.”
The cottage stands on the site of an historic mill
and tavern which was part of the local history of
Dowles Brook and the Wyre Forest.
It’s an 11-bed bunkhouse deep in the heart of the
forest. Powered by wood-smoke and complete with a
babbling brook, it has no phone, TV, internet or
mobile reception…just peace, tranquility and

…peace, tranquility and birdsong
Birdsong, with countless walks and mountain bike
trails on the doorstep. For larger groups it is perfect for
additional camping in the grounds with a kitchen,
showers and toilets to cater for up to 35. Perfect for a
small group get-away, youth groups and adults alike.
Loyal past-users of the cottage are being welcomed
back such as the 1st Kidderminster Boys Brigade and a
city primary school, which has booked their stays in the
cottage as soon as they were able.
Along with the surrounding woodland, the cottage
is owned by the Worgan Trust, set up by philanthropist
Paul Cadbury in 1967 as a means of teaching innercity children about farming, food and the countryside.
He was awarded the Gold Medal of Birmingham Civic
Society in 1965.
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he Civic Society has again worked with Bewdley
School and Sixth Form Centre to deliver a
successful Year 7 local-history project.
To celebrate the imminent opening of the
school’s new science block, the head teacher, Mrs
Julie Riley, asked if we would take a scientific
approach to the study of local history this year.
This was something of a challenge but following
the connections our committee member, Ian Williams,
had made with the Abberley and Malvern Hills
Geopark through his work on the Bewdley Holding
Pens in Wribbenhall, we were able to link the
scientific and geological identification of some of the
local rocks surrounding Bewdley, with the stone
which was used in the building of some of the
important historic structures in the town.
Local geologists Dr Peter Oliver and Mike Preston,
who both work with the Geopark, kindly agreed to
lead a workshop and field trip for the young people,
accompanied by Becky Newbold from the school,
Barbara Longmore and Ian Williams from the Civic
Society Committee and Sue Duffield, Bewdley
Museum Education Officer.
The purpose of the field trip was to view
examples of local rocks and geological features and
to develop an understanding of how they were
formed and of the changes that had occurred in the
local landscape over millions of years.
We were also able to visit the disused quarry on
the Sandbourne estate (with kind permission from the
owner, Mrs Julie Copeman, who gave up her time to
escort us) so that the students could see the place of
origin of the stone which was used in the building of
the local railway viaducts and bridges.
Back in school, day 2 of the project was devoted
to a consolidation of the knowledge gained from the
field trip and finished with the students making
group presentations to answer questions set by the
geologists. The presentations were judged by Chris
Griffin, our Vice Chairman, and Sue Perrin and Civic
Society prizes will be awarded by the Bewdley Mayor,
Cllr Calne Edginton-White, at a tea party for the
young people in the Mayor’s Parlour in September.
The students worked exceptionally hard on the
two hottest days of the year (so far) and demonstrated
a good understanding of what they had experienced.

They now have the task of passing
on their knowledge to the whole of
year 8, after the summer break, by
repeating their presentations when
they return to school.
The work from the Project will
be on show in the Civic Society
Exhibition in Bewdley Museum
from September 12–October 16.
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Bashing the balsam
PHOTO Colin Hill

T

he external appearance of this pair of houses
suggests an early 18th century date but inside it
is clear that this is a much earlier timber-framed
structure. In 1976, buildings historian Stephen Price
recorded details of 44, High Street during restoration
work and in 2012, he was able to do the same with
45, High Street when that was being refurbished and
altered.
This study formed part of a wider research project
on Bewdley's Medieval buildings undertaken by
Stephen Price and Dr Stuart Davies and this was
backed up by dendrochronology evidence. Numbers
44 & 45, High street, originally a 3 bay medieval house
was found to date from 1419 making it the earliest
medieval house found so far within the town area of
Bewdley's west bank.
As built in 1419, it comprised an open hall in the
centre bay, identified by the smoke-blackened roof
structure, with floored bays at either end. The first floor
of the end bay at the north end [no 45] was jettied
internally. At first floor level the bay to the south
provided evidence of medieval wall paintings, a
section of which showing a pattern of cubes was
salvaged by Bewdley Museum in 1976.
The tree-ring date indicates when the timbers used
in the construction of this house were felled.
Construction would have proceeded within 6-12
months at the most.
Bewdley Civic Society is supporting a scheme for a
blue plaque to mark the importance of these buildings
and is assisting the owners with obtaining Planning
Consent and the design and supply of the plaque.

F

ollowing Kenneth Hobson’s appeal in our last
Newsletter for volunteers to help clear Himalayan
Balsam from an area of the river bank in Bewdley, a
group of Civic Society members has carried out its first
‘Himalayan Balsam Bashing’ operation between
Severnside North and Dowles Brook.
Led by Committee member Steve Bent, the group
could, of course, only make a small beginning as the
spread of the plant is extensive in Bewdley. We shall,
however, work on the same area next year and have
been advised that perseverance will lead to its eventual
eradication. If the clearance is to be successful, the
Balsam should be pulled before the seed pods form
We shall, however, work on the same area next year
and have been advised that doing this will lead to
eventual eradication of the plant.

The plants are surprisingly easy to pull out and the
work isn’t too hard so if you are interested in helping,
please watch out for notifications of next year’s
clearance.
As it is an annual plant, if the seed distribution can
be prevented, then it will not grow again.
However, each plant produces up to 800 seeds and
when they explode can be scattered for up to seven
metres. If they land in the river they can be carried
downstream to other areas of the bank to start a new
colony.
Balsam is the tallest annual in the UK and can
grow to more than three metres. After we had finished
clearing an area of the river bank on Regatta day, we
certainly had a better view of the contestants!

OUTING TO STOKESAY COURT

T
by
ceramic
historian, researcher and
descendant of Dr. Wall

he day dawned bright and dry, always a relief when
one has organized a trip! We were left to our own
devices in Ludlow for the morning and some of us
went round the Castle, which was very interesting and
larger than I had realised.
The afternoon saw us briefly back on the coach before
arriving at Stokesay Court, where we were shown round by
the present owner, who inherited it from an aunt-in-law
twenty ago.
As she put it: “A long, brown envelope dropped onto my
doormat out of the blue!”
The house was in such
disrepair that she sold all the
contents to afford to make it
waterproof. Salvation arrived
when Hollywood filmed
there. It is now habitable with an air of faded
splendour.
We were all fascinated by the display of letters etc from
when the place was a convalescent hospital during WW1.
The then-owner insisted it be for men, not officers and their
letters to her were extremely moving.
Last but by no means least we enjoyed tea and
homemade cakes that were superb. Mary Berry eat your
heart out!

Civic heads join BCS Executive

Both Bewdley’s Mayor and Deputy Mayor are
now members of the Society’s Executive
Committee. Councillor Calne Edgington-White is
ex-officio as the Town Mayor and Councillor Philip
Edmundson was elected at the AGM before being
named as Deputy Mayor.
- 10 -

T
Restoring local history

A

£500 donation from the Society has
helped to ensure the restoration of
Bewdley Methodist Church’s pipe organ
which has been described as “a piece of
local history.”
Work on the project will now begin on
September 7 and it’s expected that the
organ will be fully restored in time for
Christmas. But organist Neil Sollom, who led
the appeal is still cautious: “We are waiting
to see how things progress before planning
any celebratory events.”
In a letter thanking the Society for its
support, Mr Sollom says: “Many thanks for
helping to save this piece of local history for
more generations to come…to listen, sing
and most importantly to learn to play.”

he developer and the Highway Authorities are being urged to
think again about an £80million proposal to build a 30-metre
high water feature and a 250-bedroom hotel and conference
centre in the West Midland Safari Park in Bewdley.
Both the Town Council and the Society are raising serious
concerns about the visual impact of the proposed new features,
intrusion into the Green Belt and the additional traffic on an already
overloaded road network that is already grid-locked at week-ends and
Bank Holidays.
They will be working closely together to ensure local residents are
fully aware of what is currently planned. Neither is against the
general proposals but they want planners to go back to the drawingboard to relocate the development to a more discreet location within
the Safari Park to mitigate the serious intrusion into the Green Belt
between Bewdley and Kidderminster.

The planning application – which includes a water tower, the
hotel and conference centre catering for 1,000 visitors, plus
additional bars and restaurants – is currently with Wyre Forest
Council and could be discussed at its next meeting.
The park currently attracts 750,000 visitors a year and the
numbers will increase significantly as it becomes a year-round resort.
says:
The Town Council’s planning chair,
“I don’t feel the impact of the additional traffic will have has been
fully appreciated by the developer or the Highways Authority. We
urge all residents and business-owners to look at the plans again
and to understand the potential problems for the town should the
road situation not be considered further.”
Bewdley’s Mayor
says: “Of course
we’re excited about these new attractions bringing both visitors and
job opportunities to the town but we cannot stand by and watch as
the approach to Bewdley becomes grid-locked as a result. This will
have the opposite effect.”
Civic Society Chairman
says: “We are seriously
concerned that these proposals will exacerbate our traffic problems
and will be not only particularly obtrusive but will urbanise and
visually extend the built environment into this important green open
area between the Bewdley and Kidderminster.”

Richard Perrin

The danger of
urbanisation in
the Green Belt

T

he considerable implications of the planning
application for a hotel and water park continues to
exercise our minds and we are concerned that
Bewdley residents are not aware just what is involved.
Members will recall from earlier Newsletters that the
society is seriously concerned that the proposals will
firstly exacerbate the already-major traffic problems we
see at Bank Holiday and other peak times.
Secondly the new buildings will not only be
particularly intrusive but by being located so close to
Catchems End, will urbanise and visually extend the
built-environment into this important green, open area
between Bewdley and Kidderminster which is officially
designated as Green Belt.
The Wyre Forest District Council Planning
Department obviously has concerns in this respect since
they called for the applicant to supply further
information including various photo-montages which
superimpose the development on a series of
photographs taken from various public vantage points
around the site.
Of particular interest is a view from Catchem's End
which clearly shows the impact on the skyline on the
.
top of Bunkers Hill
What the picture doesn’t show is the pay kiosk and
new access road which is proposed to be cut out of the
the hill. All these can be seen on the WFDC website
under Planning Application 14/0591/Full/Out.
It is interesting to note that the Green Belt
regulations were introduced exactly sixty years ago this
month and that the Campaign to Protect Rural England
(CPRE), a national organisation founded 80 years ago,
has also formally objected to the application. We will
meet with the CPRE regional chairman in the very near
future to consider joint action
To raise awareness, the Society has also been
working recently with Bewdley Town Council to
encourage residents to properly respond to the scheme
and to this end the local press has been contacted.

W

e understand that Kenneth has bequeathed
his photographic collection to Bewdley
Museum for future generations to enjoy.
However there is much more Bewdleyana to his
collection than the photos and Joan Hobson is keen
that the rest of the collection should be preserved
intact. She agrees that the Society is the best
guardian and the Executive Committee is
considering the best way to house it. In days gone by
the Society had its own room in the town and
something similar might be the best way to
accommodate this project. It would also serve as a
lasting and fitting memorial to Ken himself. If any
member is able to help in these considerations
please have a word with me or any member of the
executive Committee.

FUTURE EVENTS

W

e are now entering a busy period in our Calendar,
with lots of events. First up we have the outing to
Tewkesbury on September 3. This follows Tewkesbury
Civic Society’s visit to us last year, when no less than 44
of their members attended.
We have been promised a super day with the Mayor
of Tewkesbury giving us a guided walk of the town (like
Bewdley, a Georgian gem on the River Severn), plus a
guided tour of their wonderful Abbey. To join us please
complete the form at the back of this Newsletter.
We start our Winter Lecture series on September 16
with a talk from one of our own members, Paul Crane,
about Worcester Porcelain (see Page 10).
Paul is an expert in this field and we can expect a
most interesting talk with lots of images. If you don’t
know Paul, he is the new owner of 18 Load Street, where
he lives at weekends. His family roots in Bewdley go
back to the 15th Century. When Midland Bank
purchased the Bewdley Bank (established 1781) in
1862, it was called Nicholls, Baker & Crane, which gives
evidence of his rich ancestry in Bewdley.
On October 22, we have an outing to the Morgan
Car factory. (See Page 5 for details). Our own member,
Derek Richards, will be our guide.
The next talk is on October 27, when Dr Kate Round
will tell us about the history of Stourbridge Glass. Again
7.30pm in the Hall.

OUTING TO TEWKESBURY AND TEWKESBURY ABBEY Wednesday September 2
Our next outing leaves Dog Lane Car Park at 10am. In Tewkesbury, we shall split into two groups. One group will
be taken on a Guided Tour of the Town lead by the Mayor of Tewkesbury, while the other group will have a guided
tour of the Abbey.
Lunch (cost not included) is being arranged at the Royal Hop Pole Inn and menus will be circulated beforehand.
After lunch the two groups will swap over and do the guided tours of the town and the Abbey.

We are scheduled to arrive back in Bewdley by 5pm.
tour of the Abbey but not cost of the lunch.

per person to include cost of guided

I/We would like to attend the above outing
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Telephone ……………………………………………………………… Mobile………………………………………………………………

Outing to the Morgan Motor Company Thursday October 22
Derek Richards, who has written a short article about the Morgan Motor Company in this Newsletter (see Page 5),
is a regular guide of tours at the Morgan factory and has suggested that you would enjoy a visit there. I must
admit to having taken my own grandchildren on one of the tours last year, not expecting to find it that interesting
but was surprised at how much I enjoyed it.
The tour begins at the factory (at
) at 10.30 and will last for
approximately two hours. Tickets are £15. You will be expected to find your own way there but there is adequate
car-parking and lifts from Bewdley are available for those without transport. The maximum number for the group is
thirty.
To take part in this outing please either complete and return the form below, or email me with your name and
telephone number, by Wednesday, September 30 at the latest. I shall need to receive your payment by September
30, too
I/We would like to attend the above outing
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Telephone ……………………………………………………………… Mobile………………………………………………………………
Please arrange a lift for ……. people from ………………………………………...

