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The Stanley Baldwin Statue Appeal
Although we were unable to complete this project in 2017 we nonetheless made excellent progress. I believe this is the most
significant and important exercise the Society has ever undertaken in its 73‐year history. To raise the necessary funds of
£130,000 through a public appeal with only very small grant funding is a fantastic achievement and it hasn’t been easy. It’s
been done by holding three major fundraising events during the year: a reception in the House of Lords in January, a dinner
at Hagley Hall in February and a Gala dinner and concert at Treetops Pavillion, West Midlands Safari Park, in November.
These, together with a national Appeal launched in November 2016 when the Society donated £5000, have produced
these wonderful results. We were helped considerably when we discovered there was a scheme provided by the Department
of Culture, Media and Sport under which VAT can be refunded for expenditure by Registered Charities on statues and
memorials. This bonus has saved the Society’s Appeal nearly £20,000 and reduced our
target accordingly. We are indebted to many, not least Lord Baldwin for his generous
support, to our President and her husband Andrew and to my other fellow members
of the Statue sub‐committee namely, Countess Baldwin, Gay Adam, Nigel Goodman,
Louise Hewett, Graham Luxford and Barbara Longmore. Grateful thanks also to Lord
Cobham and Ivan Knezovich of West Midland Safari Park for providing their venues free
of charge and to our own members for generously supporting the appeal. As we go to
Press arrangements are in hand to install and unveil the Statue outside the former HSBC
Bank building at 15 Load Street.

Sesquicentennial
In conjunction with the Dean of Worcester Cathedral, The Very Reverend Peter Atkinson, the Society’s Statue subcommittee
organized an evensong service in September to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Stanley Baldwin in
Bewdley. The Cathedral was packed for the occasion and worshippers heard a message from the Prime Minister, Theresa
May, describing, inter alia, SB as one of the most significant figures of the 20th century. Readers included Lord Baldwin and
Harriet Baldwin, MP for West Worcestershire, while the prayers of intercession were led by our President, Beatrice Grant,
SB’s great‐granddaughter. The excellent sermon was delivered by the Dean who reflected, amongst other things, on SB’s
love of the countryside and how it gave him strength in his role as Prime Minister. The Bishop of Worcester, the Rt Revd
Dr John Inge and the Bishop of Dudley, the Rt Revd Graham Usher, also officiated. At the end of the service Lord Baldwin
laid a wreath on SB’s grave in the nave of the Cathedral (please see photograph on frontispiece of Lord and Lady Baldwin
at the graveside).
Annual Dinner
We continued to celebrate the sesquicentennial at the Annual Dinner which, once again, was held on a November evening at
St. George’s Hall. Fifty years previously, the Society had, at the very same venue, held a special dinner to mark the centenary
of SB’s birth when his son, the third Lord Baldwin of Bewdley, talked about his father. We were pleased that the current
Lord Baldwin and his wife, Lydia, Countess Baldwin, could join us for this occasion and, as in 1967, like his father all those
years ago, Lord Baldwin gave members an excellent summary of SB’s achievements. We were also delighted that the Mayor,
Councillor Anna Coleman, and her Consort, Councillor Roger Coleman, could be our guests.
Lectures
During the year, the following lectures were held in St. George’s Hall:
10th January 2017
‘The Real War Horse’ 		
15th February 2017
‘Bournville Village 1895‐1925’ 		
14th March 2017
‘Worcester Porcelain and the history of the Manufactory
during the early Flight period 1776‐1800’ 		
13th September 2017
‘1017 and All That, the amazing story of Edmund Ironside’s children’
7th October 2017
‘The Hereford Mappa Mundi: A World of Meaning’

by Robin Hill
by Dr Michael Harrison
by Paul Crane
by Heather Flack
by Ian Bass

In October we provided sponsorship of £300 to Bewdley Festival for an enjoyable and interesting talk by Anthony Peers
about the Birmingham Town Hall and its restoration.

Son et Lumiere
We were pleased to provide sponsorship of £500 to this new initiative involving two illustrated performances of a
Musical written by local maestro and Civic Society member, Jim Ineson, entitled Forest, River and Royals which told
the story of the history of Bewdley. It was directed by Alistair Elliott and performed by local musicians and singers on
both evenings of the National Heritage Weekend in September; the venue was the Dog Lane riverside for watching (in
pouring rain on the Sunday evening) with the performers under cover on the Rowing Club steps. The fact that there
were hundreds in the audience (who enjoyed free admission) on both evenings is testament to a most successful event and
another excellent example of organisations in the town coming together to enable this to happen.
Outings
In May, in warm sunshine, we visited Shrewsbury which, to many members, turned out to be a more interesting and
pleasant experience than was expected. After being let loose in the morning to enjoy lunch at some of the many excellent
eateries we had the benefit of guides to navigate us around medieval streets, discrete
alleyways and fine buildings. In September, again by coach, we made our way to Soho
House in Birmingham the Georgian home of the Birmingham industrial pioneer,
Matthew Boulton. He lived there from 1766 to 1809 and over that time turned the
property into a very elegant and fashionable country home with many mod cons
which we take for granted today. It was also a regular venue for the meeting of the
leading eighteenth‐century intellectuals of the Lunar Society where Boulton met with
some of the most important scientists, engineers and thinkers of his time.
School Heritage Project
The Society’s 2017 Project was entitled “Sacred Places in Bewdley” and, once again, we worked with the Bewdley
School and Sixth Form Centre. In Bewdley town centre we are fortunate to have no less than five historic Christian
denominations some with religious meeting‐places dating back to the 17th Century. The students spent a day visiting
each of them to research the rich history of the buildings and to develop an understanding of the history behind the
positioning of each community. They were very warmly welcomed at each and we were grateful to all who gave up
their time to receive them. The following day was devoted to a workshop in which the students developed their research
into material for the Civic Society exhibition, which was on show in Bewdley Museum in the Autumn. The Mayor, Cllr
Anna Coleman, went on to host a tea party for the group when prizes were awarded. We are very grateful to Barbara
Longmore and her helpers for making all of this happen.
Cherry Fair
The Society’s annual enterprise in July continues to gain in popularity helped no doubt by it coinciding with the Regatta
and, on this occasion, Bewdley Museum’s Forties Weekend. Nonetheless we give our Vice President, Brian Stephens,
every credit for its success. Brian buys young cherry trees, nurses them through the winter, sees them shoot up in the
Spring and then sells them on the stall at a modest profit. On this occasion he was almost too successful since nearly all
the trees had been sold by the end of day one! It’s good to think that, with our help, cherries are making a comeback in
Bewdley although it will doubtless be some time before it returns to what it was in the old days when cherry orchards
pretty much surrounded the town.
Himalayan Balsam Bashing
Still on a horticultural theme this pursuit continues to grow under Steve Bent’s enthusiasm. Having carried out these
riverside expeditions now for several years, it is pleasing to see the effect our efforts are having. Such is the invasive nature
of this foreign plant however, there is much work to be done before it is fully eradicated in Bewdley, but Steve’s working
parties grow in number every year and it’s good to see assistance coming from many quarters of the town. During the
year we held discussions with officials of the Unlocking the River Severn Project a £20M Lottery funded scheme to help
the passage of migratory fish (principally Twaite and Allis Shad) to get past the Lower Severn Weirs to spawning grounds
in the higher reaches. When balsam dies down in the winter it leaves the riverbanks bare and susceptible to erosion and
resultant clogging up of fish spawning areas in the river. We are hopeful our discussions will lead to some help coming
in our direction.
Changing Face of Load Street
Graham Luxford together with others from the Society, the Historical Research Group and the Friends of Bewdley
Museum assembled a very splendid exhibition of old photos of the town centre in the Museum. The project, which the
Society helped fund, had been initiated and inspired by the extensive collection of the late Kenneth Hobson, our former
President, which he bequeathed to the Museum. It was well received by the public and the responses helped fill in the
gaps in the information on occupancies since the late 1940’s when most of the trade directory information ceases.

The Newsletter
I am constantly congratulated by members for the excellence of our colourful quarterly Newsletter and I am always
quick to give the credit to our Editor, Jock Gallagher. We are fortunate to have his professionalism (and his pertinent
editorial) in putting it all together.
The Stall
We are grateful to Pauline Lowe for running the stall again when the Society was represented at most Civic occasions.
The earlier than normal start to the Christmas Lights Festival event in November was somewhat disappointing and we
bemoan losing, along with others, our previous prime position in Load Street.

Development Control
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and Local Plan Review (LP)
The Society responded fully to both public consultations and recognised the need to balance the demand for new houses
with the protection of our natural environment and Green Belt land. In last year’s report I said how pleased we were
that the Town Council had decided to synchronise the production of its NP with Wyre Forest District Council’s LP even
though it meant a modest slippage in the timeframe since we felt it important that the two authorities worked in unity
specially to protect and support appropriate development in Bewdley. Unfortunately,
it transpired that, when it came to development sites, the LP was at significant variance
to the proposals put forward by the NP. The Society shared the disappointment of
the Town Council given that its NP was based on the largest public consultation the
town has seen where more than 14% of the population participated. We then learnt
that the LP process was to take longer to formulate than planned. So again, we
supported the Town Council’s proposals to pursue the NP’s final stages, including the
required referendum, without the housing sections being included and hope that the
District Council will take note of the wishes of the Bewdley people as they progress their own plan. We understand the
referendum is now scheduled for the Autumn of 2018. We are grateful to Councillor Philip Edmundson who has kept us
very well informed via his pieces in our quarterly Newsletter.
Say No to Gladman
The plans of Gladman Developments Ltd to build 195 houses on Cockshutt Fields, off the Lakes Road, moved along
inexorably through the year. This despite the enormous local opposition, including that from the Society, the specially
formed campaign group Bewdley Says No To Gladman, and a flat refusal, contained in some 80 plus pages, by the
District Council. Gladman’s anticipated appeal went ahead and culminated in an 8‐day public enquiry in October/
November with barristers representing Gladman and the District Council respectively. From the start the Planning
Inspector was prepared to listen to opposition statements in full and allowed residents to question the witnesses who had
been called by Gladman’s barrister. A major plank of the opposition to the proposals is the air quality situation in Welch
Gate which would doubtless be exacerbated if the building of these houses went ahead. Gladman countered this by
offering to supply a less than convincing Park and Ride ECO bus service. We do not anticipate the Inspector’s decision
before Spring 2018 at the earliest.
Other Developments
All other planning applications affecting the Conservation Area, plus some others, were examined. Our views are
communicated to the relevant authorities. We are vigilant for breaches of planning permissions and lobby accordingly.
One example of this was the unauthorised removal of a weeping willow tree on the riverbank in the Conservation Area
which resulted in the District Council issuing a replacement notice.
Load Street Car Park
Martin Guard continued as our interface with the District Council which was just as well considering the extended
delays which beset this important development. Work, to replace the 100 car park spaces lost to the new medical centre
at Dog Lane, should have started as soon as the doctors moved out of the old facility but problems in making safe the
gas and electricity services caused a substantial delay. The bulldozers eventually moved in at the end of the year and we
look forward to having the additional spaces the town desperately needs. While this was going on we were critical of the
original plans for the car park layout which lacked, in our opinion, any appreciation of its position in the Conservation
Area. We believe our intervention was instrumental in achieving significant revision to the layout and the saving of the
small but important public space at the southern end which the Town Council has agreed to adopt.

Buildings at Risk
We were delighted to learn in December that Ribbesford House, a Grade II* listed mansion (part 16th century), is to
be sold at auction in April 2018. The building, arguably Bewdley’s most important, is listed on the Heritage England
At Risk Register. The Society is obviously hopeful that the new owner will sympathetically carry out its restoration thus
saving this piece of our heritage for future generations to enjoy. We also hope that the restoration of the other property
at the top of our own ‘At Risk’ Register, namely the old Workhouse in High Street, will ensue.
Telford’s Bridge
We were somewhat surprised when we had advanced notice that Bewdley Bridge was to be entered on the Heritage
England At Risk Register. The reasons stated are ‘’stone balustrade is suffering extensive stone erosion as are the flanking
piers. The cast iron is rusting badly.’’ When I was interviewed by BBC Hereford and Worcester Radio on the morning
of the official announcement I was able to advise listeners that the Society had been consistently lobbying the County
Council over a period of years about the need for urgent repairs. We have since followed up our concerns and we hope
that HE’s action will spur the County Council into conserving our only Grade 1 listed building.
The Executive Committee
At the AGM in April, chaired by our President, Councillor Philip Edmundson retired, and Sharon Harvey was elected.
Sharon had helped with our school project the previous year and is the Clerk to the Bewdley Almshouse Trust. We were
saddened when we learnt that Bob Swan had passed away on New Year’s Eve in Sheffield and we send our condolences
to Liz and his family.
Civic Voice (CV)
The Society continued its membership of CV and WestMASA during the year, hosting the Spring meeting of WestMASA
in Bewdley in April. These are useful meetings for us to attend as they offer a forum for other societies in the region to
share issues and problems and so often we find we have much in common. In May Peter Archer and Barbara Longmore
attended a meeting of the CV “Larger Civic Societies Forum” in Leeds. With its membership of over 500, Bewdley is the
smallest town member to have such a large membership. The head office of CV moved to Birmingham during the year
which will make it easier for us to take advantage of its services. A major focus during the year was the Big Conservation
Conversation, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the concept of conservation areas, which was introduced in England,
Wales and Scotland by the Civic Amenities Act 1967 through a private members bill led by Lord Duncan Sandys. CV
has developed a tool‐kit to assess the condition of Conservation Areas and a sub‐group of your committee is working
with this to audit our own town centre. Planning continues to be a major issue for CV and the organisation is working at
parliamentary level to present the views of civic societies on the revised Planning Policy Framework and to understand
its implications.
Membership
After many years unchanged our subscriptions were increased last year. However, our membership remains steady at
around the 540 mark which is very pleasing. I am sure this is accounted for by our varied programme of talks, outings,
newsletters as well as the wish to support an organisation which has at its heart an interest in conserving and improving
our lovely town.
Financial/Donations
The year-end accounts show that the Society almost broke even on its basic activity after accounting for the donation
of £500 we made to Bewdley Choral Society for the Son et Lumiere event. However, our small deficit of £16 was
offset by an increase in our COIF investment of £289. Thus, our Unrestricted funds totalled nearly £10,000 at 31st
December. The Statue Appeal attracted donations of £67,223 plus a surplus of £13,240 from the Gala dinner. Relevant
transactions since the year end will have reduced this latter figure to c £10,000. Net Restricted Statue Appeal funds
totalled £41,322 at 31st December which are considered adequate to meet the final costs of the project.
My thanks to all those who support and assist in the running of the Society. You know who you are; we are very grateful.
Richard Perrin
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